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What you need to know 
1) There has been an increase in Indigenous-local partnerships across Canada since 2000 (Alcantara and Nelles 2016): 

 

2) Water partnerships benefit from strong water governance at the local level (Alcantara, Longboat, and Vanhooren 2020), in the form of: 
• Adequate funding (from the federal government or own source revenues); Regulations; and Formalized decision-making; and 
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• Indigenous knowledge and principles, such as: Relationality; Seven Generations/Grandfathers; and Women leadership. 
3) Some communities and leaders are skeptical of water sharing partnerships. Can agreements be designed to address their concerns (Huo, 
Charbonneau, and Alcantara 2022)?  

• Some reasons for not wanting to pursue water sharing: Financial capacity/obligations; Cultural concerns; Impact on Sovereignty 
• We analyze 40 agreements and find that they only sometimes address these concerns: 

 
How can you use this research? 
Community leaders can use our research to explore whether water-sharing is a potential option for their communities and to design agreements 
that protect their communities. Others might draw on our findings to assess and modify their water governance structures, if needed.  
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