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http://www.vueweekly.com/water_crisis/ 



Context
• Across Canada

• Lack of access to safe drinking water 

• Average 1 in 6  (100 out of ~600 communities)

• Chronic  - some for 20 years+

• Crisis is a human rights issue comparable to third 
world conditions*

• Tremendous social, and economic implications for 
communities

• However, the socio-political landscape is changing 
– Aboriginal and treaty rights

*e.g., Human Rights Watch, Suzuki Foundation, UN Special Rapporteur's report on Indigenous Peoples in Canada



Geography and Scale

• Federal jurisdiction on-reserve

• Provincial or territorial off-reserve

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1516741379405/1516741409130 

http://fnpim-cippn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/index-eng.html



Ontario

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/07/canada-water-crisis-puts-first-nations-families-risk

Human Rights Watch



Existing Research 
• Infrastructure and facilities

• Operator training

• Source water studies

• Water governance

• Regulatory gap

• Cultural spiritual

• Gaps exist



Policy Response

• Federal government commitment 
to end long-term BWAs by  2021

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/liberal-first-nations-boilwater-advisories-1.4500068

“Since 2015, 40 boil water 
advisories were lifted but 26 

others were added to the list”.



https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1516741379405/1516741409130 



THE RESEARCH



Shared belief among the research team…

• Required are many solutions for 
the diversity across Canada

• Grounded in practice and reality 
• Add to the creation of a toolkit of 
solutions

• No one-size fits all!



Do water collaborative agreements 
with neighbouring communities reduce 

drinking water risk on reserves in 
Canada?

Foundations



Collaborative Agreements

Lipka and Deaton, 2016

•Empirical study across Canada 
• Yes!



Lipka and Deaton, 2016

In Ontario (which contains 
12 active MTAs), 25 First 

Nations reserves fall 
within a feasible distance 
to a potential collaborative 

agreement but do not 
have one

Note: not all had chronic DWAs



How can First Nations 
perspectives and Indigenous 
Knowledge enhance water 

security?

Collaborative governance and 
Indigenous institutions/law/KS



Alcanatara and Nelles, 2017 

Intergovernmental Cooperation

Examines the roots of 
intergovernmental 
cooperation between 
Indigenous communities and 
the various levels of 
government in Canada



To explore the potential for collaborative water arrangements 
between First Nations and municipalities in Ontario.

Broad Research Goal 



Methodology
• Interdisciplinary

• Iterative and integrative

• Mixed methods
• Quantitative
• Qualitative

• Grounded theory

• Case-based

• Community engaged



Anticipated Outcomes
• Assessment of  water sharing as one possible 

solution 
• Add to the broader portfolio of solutions needed to 

address drinking water quality problems on-reserve
• Enhanced cross-community understanding and 

dialog
• Contributions to policy and academic debate 
• Expand beyond “water collaboration” – other 

collaborative opportunities
• Opportunities to address the broader scope of water 

security within a holistic framework 



Next Steps…Key Milestones
YEAR 1 -2  (now)

• Research team meeting – November 2018

• Community outreach for Case Study 1 identification – November and on-going

• Doctoral recruitment – Initiated – begin Fall 2019

• Case study 1 – Community engagement for co-design and ethics – Winter 2018

• Case study 1 – Community researcher and grad research conduct interviews

YEAR 3 to 5

• Case Study 2

• Case Study 3
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